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Wiltshire, where they were natives of the little
village of Lacock in the Avon valley. The first known
Chamberlain ancestor was Daniel Chamberlain, who
in those days followed the old and characteristic
calling of maltster. In the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries small maltsters were plentifully besprinkled
in England's green and pleasant land: and Daniel
Chamberlain was not the only small maltster in
those parts to be the ancestor of a statesman, for in
another village not far away an ancestor of Gladstone
was following the same occupation.   There is still
an old building in the village known as Daniel
Chamberlain's Malthouse, and it is very possible that
this was the scene of the first known Chamberlain's
activities.   It is not quite certain whether Daniel
Chamberlain came up to London in his later years,
or whether he died a countryman.   It is quite pro-
bable that the last years of his life were spent in
London, for there is a Daniel Chamberlain buried
in the City Church of St. Lawrence Jewry.  This
church was certainly associated with his son and
with the Chamberlain family for many generations.
Be this as it may, it was the son, William Chamber-
lain, who was the real founder of the Chamberlain
family in London.  He came to London at the age
of twenty to become apprenticed to his uncle, who
was a confectioner. After a very short time, however,
a wider and more promising field for his activity
presented itself, and in 1733 he was apprenticed
again to one John Hose, a master shoe maker and
member of the Cordwainers' Company,  In making
this choice William Chamberlain dictated the course
which the family history was to follow.   For one
hundred and fifty years the Chamberlains practised
the craft of shoemaking and continued their associ-
ation with the Cordwainers' Company and the Church
of St Lawrence Jewry, which had originated in